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This meeting is the first since the one in Manchester in November 2006. It represents a kind of assessment of the action undertaken.  
Since Manchester, the agenda has been quite busy and many initiatives have been carried out.

The teams worked a lot, with their own means at disposal: small teams who made a high-quality job. The items to tackle were numerous; thanks to the involvement of each person during the last past months, it has been possible to tackle them all. Moreover, this meeting has been organized thanks to the participation of all of us. According to the co-operative principles, we manage to improve our European movement by focusing on the complementarity and subsidiarity. 

Increasing collaboration among our organisations on specific issues
By mobilizing the competences of the co-operative movements, we are more efficient. We thank you for that. 

· Ias : Strong collaboration with the Eacb, with all the co-operatives in the world (Aibc)

· Criticisms from the Commission 

· Coop Europe seized by Confcoop and Legacoop, concerning implication of consumers’ co-operatives and co-operative banks
· Exchanges, works in common: Eurocoop, Eacb, Cecop etc.

· Reaction by Coop Europe : meeting with deputy DG of the DG Enterprises, EESC informed, handled by the Social Economy Intergroup of the EP
· A contact group is formed within Coop Europe : prompt reaction, meeting with the legal group of Coop Europe at the end of May, the GA in Prague represents an important moment to validate the rationale. 

· More generally, greater collaboration with all the European co-operatives.

Best promoting actions in common
· Hearing at the European Parliament (there still needs to be some work done on the perimeter and contents of this hearing)

· Creating a « cooperatives » contact group at the EESC (Jan Olsson is very active within the group 3 of the EESC - various activities), good relay within the non-trading company linkage group of the EESC where Coop Europe has a seat
· Formalisation of our defence : writing rationales
· Project of a European think tank established in Italy (close to the Eacb project)

· Project to help co-operatives develop, spreading the ECS
Towards a better visibility 

· High-level meetings to come (Barroso, Verheugen)

· Our co-operative rationales get better visibility and get formalised
· Better visibility: increasing the number of members, prospecting actions
· New look of our website (efficient means, not expensive and reactive communication).

Conclusion

· There is a real dynamic
· Our speech must be more formalized to be better heard and understood
· We must continue to structure ourselves and attract more co-operatives in our movement
· The great number of participants shows the strength of our dynamism
· We must co-operate, still and always further
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